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OUR VISION
To transform Africa into a prime trade  

and investment destination 

OUR MISSION
To turn African risk into opportunity by providing 

insurance and financial products, in partnership 

with the private and public sectors

OUR VALUES
We always strive to carry out our business  

with a customer first approach combined with 

integrity, creativity, unity of purpose and an 

attitude of getting it right the first time
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The African Trade Insurance Agency (“ATI”) is the only multilateral 

trade credit and political risk insurer in Africa. ATI is a home-grown 

African institution, established in 2001 by African states with the 

financial and technical support of the World Bank Group.

ATI promotes trade and investment in Africa and reduces the cost of 

doing business by making political risk and credit insurance as well 

as non-payment and foreign direct investment cover readily available 

to exporters, importers and investors. Specifically, ATI provides 

political risk insurance protecting against risks such as currency 

inconvertibility, expropriation, war and civil disturbance and credit 

insurance to protect against credit default.

Through public and private partnerships with corporations such as 

the Lloyd’s of London syndicates, the Atradius Group and SACE 

of Italy, ATI facilitates access to, and encourages the support and 

use of, insurance, co-insurance, reinsurance, guarantees and other 

financial instruments within Africa.

Membership in ATI is open to all African states, non-African 

states, export credit agencies, international development financial 

institutions, regional economic organisations and private  

corporations with the ability, interest and commitment to support 

African related trade and investments.

ATI insurance products are making a 

difference in African member countries. 

ATI policies are helping to build key 

infrastructure such as telecommunications 

and power generation in both rural and 

urban communities. ATI products are 

also helping to protect agricultural and 

textile exporters against non-payment by 

their international and regional buyers, to 

construct housing in urban communities, 

and to support the growth of small and 

medium-sized enterprises.  

ATI has facilitated a variety of transactions 

iin multiple sectors, which are supporting 

the economic development of African 

countries. These transactions include:

Telecommunications - An international 

telecommunications company contracted 

to design supply, construct and install 

cellular base station sites obtains ATI’s 

comprehensive non-payment insurance 

to protect against non-payment by a 

private buyer before entering into the 

contract.

Energy - A multilateral corporation 

iinvesting in a geothermal energy plant 

seeks ATI insurance to protect against 

the risks of currency transfer restrictions, 

expropriation and potential damage or 

interruptions to the project in the event of 

war or civil disturbance.

Floricultural Exports - A Flower producer 

in East Africa uses ATI’s Whole Turnover 

Credit Risk insurance to protect her sales 

against the risk of buyer payment default 

in an expanded export market that 

includes 13 countries located in Europe, 

the Middle East and Asia.

Tourism - A South African lender 

obtains ATI’s foreign direct investment 

insurance to protect his investment in 

the construction of an international hotel 

chain.

ATI insurance levels the playing field 

to allow African exporters to compete 

globally. With credit insurance, exporters 

are able to sell on short-term credit rather 

than cash terms, allowing them to offer 

goods to buyers on competitive terms. 

The global economic downturn has 

decreased access to project financing. 

ATI insurance products have enabled 

project sponsors to more easily mobilize 

financing because the policies provide 

lenders with confidence to enter into 

markets, where they will be protected 

against political or credit-related risks. 

For private corporations, membership 

can translate into increased access 

to African markets and to reliable 

intelligence on the credit worthiness 

of potential partners in both the 

private and public sectors within Africa  

or globally. 

ATI: 
Promoting Trade 
& Investments  
in Africa

ATI is a home-grown 

African institution,  

established in 2001  

by African states.

Benefits of  
Membership
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ATI is an African institution. We understand the challenges faced by 

countries in the region. We have established strong partnerships built 

on trust and commitment to promoting shared trade and investment 

objectives within each African country.

African member states are required to back up this commitment by 

entering into a Participation Agreement with ATI, which outlines the legal 

responsibilities governing both ATI’s and each country’s obligations.  

The Participation Agreement has specific requirements that include the 

member state government preventing loss to ATI projects that may be 

caused by the government’s own action or inaction. 

The Agreement also provides ATI projects with certain priorities when 

freely convertible currency is unavailable or in short supply.

ATI and our members believe that it is in everyone’s best interest to 

resolve disputes with the governments of member states before they 

escalate into a claims situation. This shared commitment coupled with 

ATI’s financial strength and willingness to pay claims gives security to 

investors and exporters. 

ATI and our members 

believe that it is 

in everyone’s best 

interest to resolve 

disputes before they 

escalate into a  

claims situation.

The Participation 

Agreement also 

provides ATI projects 

with certain priorities 

when freely convertible 

currency is unavailable 

or in short supply.

Participation
Agreement

Participation
Agreement
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Become a  
Member

What are the membership categories?

You can join our Agency at four different shareholder levels: 

1.	 Country membership, African states (Class A Shareholder)

2.	 Country membership, non-African states (Class B Shareholder)

3.	 Private corporations (Class C Shareholder)

4.	 Regional economic organisations, international development financial 

	 institutions and export credit agencies (Class D Shareholder).

How are the shares divided?

The capital stock structure of ATI is open-ended and is based on an initial 

authorised nominal capital stock of US$1billion divided into 10,000 shares  

with a par value of US$100,000. Members are able to subscribe for shares  

in ATI based on their shareholding category.

There are four available shareholder classes in which members can purchase 

stock. These classes are categorised according to the following criteria:

Class “A”

Shares which are open to African states. This class must at all times represent 

a minimum of 51% of ATI’s capital stock. A minimum share subscription of  

75 shares is required to join at this level. 

The level of investments by African member states in ATI will determine the 

amount of business that the Agency can support in the relevant country.

Class “B”

Shares which are open to non-African states or their designates. A minimum 

share subscription of 100 shares is required to join at this level.

Class “C”

Shares which are open to private corporations. A minimum share subscription 

of 100 shares is required to join at this level.

Class “D”

Shares which are open to regional economic organisations, international 

development financial institutions and export credit agencies. A minimum share 

subscription of one share is required to join at this level.

What is the application process?

Here is a step-by-step explanation of what happens after you submit your application  

for membership.

1

2

3

4

The General Meeting, comprised of all the members of 

ATI, will approve your application to membership at their 

Annual General Meeting.

In order to speed up the membership process, the 

Board has been delegated the authority to admit any  

African state.

Once your application has been approved by either the 

General Meeting or Board of Directors, you will be invited 

to sign the Agreement Establishing ATI, which is the 

Agency’s Charter, and the Participation Agreement. 

The Agreement is then ratified by parliament or the legal 

arm of a government.

African and non-African states, corporations and 

organisations must subscribe and pay for their respective 

allotted shares.

The acquired shares will be proportionate with the 

member’s desired level of investment but subject to the 

minimum investment for the relevant class of share in 

accordance with the provisions of the ATI Charter. This 

allows each member to become a shareholder and 

obtain official representation at the General Assembly 

and on the Board of Directors. 

All Classes of 

Shareholders

Class A 

Shareholders

Class A 

Shareholders

All Classes of 

Shareholders

No.	 Application Steps	 Shareholder 
		  Group

Become a  
Member

The level of investments 

by African member states 

in ATI will determine the 

amount of business that 

the Agency can support in 

the relevant country.
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Political Risk Insurance for Trade & Investment

When trading internationally or investing in operations 

abroad, your activities may become subject to political risk. 

Political Risk insurance protects exporters, importers and 

investors against government action, inaction, or interference 

that would result in financial loss. These risks could include 

expropriation of your assets, currency inconvertibility or 

losses resulting from war or civil disturbance.

ATI’s political risk insurance policy, for example, supported 

an African Bank’s loan to an international manufacturer in 

East Africa that is providing hundreds of jobs while supplying 

local demand for a primary commodity.   

ATI can insure against political risks for tenors of up to  

10 years.

Comprehensive Non-payment Insurance

This insurance offers a combination of political risk and 

non-payment protection for loans to (or guarantees by) a 

sovereign or sub-sovereign obligor and specifically covers 

financial losses due to non-payment of loans, sales or 

service contracts. 

Comprehensive non-payment insurance also protects 

completed projects against the loss or inability to repatriate 

mobile assets or associated financial proceeds due to 

political risk (mobile assets cover).

Credit Risk Insurance

This is insurance that protects you against possible payment 

default by your debtors. If you are an exporter, an insurance 

policy can cover your domestic and international debtors.

In one country in East Africa, for example, ATI’s Whole 

Turnover Credit Risk insurance policy is helping a local 

vegetable exporter to expand his business by protecting 

him against non-payment by buyers in his primary  

export markets of New Zealand, South Africa and the 

United Kingdom. 

ATI investigates each debtor and issues insurance 

coverage against potential payment default. Our credit 

insurance protects policy holders against payment failure 

due to insolvency, bankruptcy or, if a specified buyer does  

not make payment within the agreed credit period 

(protracted default).

ATI insures a credit period of up to one year. We can 

also provide insurance to cover pre-shipment costs.  

This may be desirable if goods are being produced 

with a non-standard configuration for a specific client.  

ATI can also insure single obligors for tenors of up to  

10 years.

ATI Products

Political Risk insurance 

protects exporters, 

importers and investors 

against government 

action, inaction, or 

interference that would 

result in financial loss.

ATI Products
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Membership to ATI is open to all Africa Union member states, non-African states, 

private corporations and other regional and international institutions. 

Current African member states

•	 Burundi

•	 Democratic Republic of Congo

•	 Djibouti *

•	 Eritrea *

•	 Ghana **

•	 Kenya

•	 Liberia **

•	 Madagascar

•	 Malawi

•	 Rwanda

•	 Sudan*

•	 Tanzania

•	 Uganda

•	 Zambia

Current members

* A signatory to the ATI Treaty, pending ratification and completion of full membership

** Accepted into membership pending signature and ratification of the ATI Treaty

ATI Members ATI Members
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Other members

•	 African Reinsurance Corporation

•	 Atradius Group

•	 SACE

•	 The Common Market of Eastern 

	 and Southern Africa (COMESA)

•	 The Eastern and Southern  

	 African Trade  

	 and Development Bank (PTA Bank)

•	 The PTA Re Insurance  

	 Company (Zep Re)
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Contact

ATI Head Office

Kenya Re Towers, 5th Floor, Off Ragati Road, Upperhill

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 10620, G.P.O. 00100, Nairobi, Kenya

Telephone: +254 (0) 20 272 6999 / 271 9727

Fax: +254 (0) 20 271 9701

Cell: +254 (0) 722 205 007, (0) 733 625 511

Email: membership@ati-aca.org 

www.ati-aca.org

Both The Agreement Establishing ATI and the organisation itself are registered  

with the Secretariat of the United Nations in accordance with Article 102 of the  

UN Charter, under Certificate of Registration No. 49593, and as a Multilateral,  

No. 39012 respectively.

Disclaimer

Membership in ATI is subject to terms and conditions which are governed  

by various documents including the Agreement Establishing ATI.  

This brochure is designed to provide an overview of membership.  

For more detailed information, please refer to 

ATI’s website or contact membership@ati-aca.org


